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In easy to follow steps, renowned glass etching instructors show how to safely use inexpensive

abrasive and chemical etching methods for surface etching, carving and shading to transform

ordinary glass objects into stunning works of art.'
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I credit this book hands-down with inspiring and introducing me to the beautiful art of glass etching.

Page after page of breathtaking sophisticated etched glass carvings are interspersed with photos of

smaller examples easily within reach of a beginner. The authors have had over 25 years in the

business and now hold beginner through master level classes at their art studio in New Mexico.This

is a thorough book describing the various methods of etching, the materials, types of glass, types of

techniques, etc. For example, etching cream - which is what I'm learning to use as a beginner is

only capable of surface etching. Even so, this simple technique can make very beautiful designs on

different types of glass. I've been practicing on jelly and juice jars I keep after finishing off said jelly

or juice. That way, if or when I mess up it doesn't matter as much like it would had I practiced on an

expensive wine glass or bowl. Soon I'll be ready to move on to the next project and type of glass to

practice on. The authors discuss in particular detail surface etching, carving and shading. Applying

and cutting various types of resists and etching creams, numbering patterns so you know which

order to etch for a proper 3-dimensional effect, beveling, how to hold the carving/blasting wand, etc.

is all here. Most of these techniques can be done now (at least on a small scale) with a small air

compressor like the ones used for airbrush, portable blaster and tabletop sandblasting cabinets.



Chapter 8 gives extensive advise on the various types of equipment (from hobbiest tabletop units to

industrial room-sized) used for sandblast etching along with each piece of equipment's pros and

cons.I'm looking at one tabletop unit that is moderately priced (less than $270).
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